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PREFACE 


HE purpose of this book is to help men 

and women understand their relationship 

to their church and to realize what the 

Church can do for them as the great teacher of 
religion. 

The value of religion is that it helps one to get 
the most out of life. Religion is something that 
enriches life and something every person will want 
if he understands it rightly. The Church can be 
of the greatest help to people in their efforts to 
build good and enduring character. It can also 
help them to appreciate the responsibility of the 
Church for maintaining helpful worship, advocating 
adequate educational ideals and promoting sane 
social reconstruction. 

We all need in our lives those things which the 
Church of Christ can give. It is well to remember 
that what we get from the Church depends largely 
on what we put into it. 

F. L. F. 

New York City. 
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THE CHURCH AND THE PURPOSE 
OF LIFE 


4 HE most important task for you is to learn 
how to live. The main business of your 
church is to help you to know how to do 

this. But first of all you must know what it is to 
live. Living a real life is serious business. The 
issues of your life are eternal in their nature and 
are registered in your character. What you truly 
acquire in character endures. What you gain in 
character in this life you will take with you into 
the life that is to come. 

The Measures of Values. You know enough of 
the things around you to know something of values. 
You know that if you have something that will last 
a year that it is more valuable than something that 
will last only a day or a week. And you know that 
if you have something that will last many years it 
has far more value than that which will last only 
a year. While you have many possessions, you 
have one possession that will last not only one year 
or many years, but forever—and that is your 
character. 

Building Good Character. Character is built up 
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by life. Because character is the lasting product 
of your life, those things that help you to build the 
best character are of the greatest value to you. 

Through many centuries the Church has been 
helping men and women build character. It has 
the records of the way God has helped many men 
in many ages. It has the record of Jesus’ life and 
His teachings. The men and women who make 
up the Church are seeking ways to strengthen their 
own characters, and they are ready and willing to 
help you. Your church exists to help you build 
character. 

You build a good character by living your best 
life. The Church helps you do this by teaching 
you the way of true life; by giving you an under- 
standing of the laws of God; by surrounding you 
with men and women of good character who will 
encourage and strengthen you. The Church will 
teach you what a good life is. It will point out to 
you the dangers along the way. It will give you 
the help of sincere friends and teach you the way 
to God, that His spirit may minister to your soul 
in those mysterious ways wherein you will be 
strengthened to live the kind of a life that builds 
good character. 

What Is Your Best Life? The sort of life that 
builds character is the kind of a life you live when 
you come nearest being the sort of person God 
wants you to be. God has a purpose for your life. 
He has some worthwhile purpose for everything He 
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has created. We know something of the purpose 
of God in the sun that gives us light and warmth, 
in the rain that gives us refreshment, in electricity 
that gives us power. But we know God’s purpose 
in these things only in part. He is too vast a being 
for the mind of man to understand completely. 
Great scientists and scholars are all the time find- 
ing new laws and new forces. These new laws are 
God’s laws, and there is a purpose behind them. 
These new forces are God’s forces, and they, too, 
have a purpose for their being. For thousands of 
years men have been discovering more and more 
of the laws of the universe and the forces in it. We 
believe that for thousands of years to come men 
will be discovering new laws and unknown forces, 
and when these new laws and forces are found they 
will harmonize with those we know and use, for 
there is order in the universe. All things work 
together in God’s world. 

You are in the world for a purpose also. You 
may be long in discovering it, you may turn away 
from it, but you will be truly happy only when you 
are growing more and more like the person you 
ought to be, that is, fulfilling the purpose of God 
for your life. 

Conscience. There is something in your inner 
being like a compass that tells you if you are on 
the right track. You may call this power your 
conscience, or your sense of right, or the divine 
spirit within you, but you know it. You know 
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when you have done the things you should have 
done and when you have done that which you ought 
not to have done. This inner voice is your guide 
to your best self. To be your best self you need 
the Church and the Church needs you. 

Your Character. Your character is what you 
really are. This is not necessarily what people 
think you are, but what you truly are in your inner 
life. People know a good deal about you, far more 
than you think they do. Some people have a repu- 
tation that is out of keeping with their true char- 
acter, but in the long run what you really are comes 
to the surface and some people, at least, come to 
know your true self. But while people may be 
mistaken, God knows your real character. 

To build a good character is the purpose of life. 
To do this you need a strong and clean body; you 
need a well-trained and accurate mind. But a 
strong body and a well-trained mind do not neces- 
sarily make good character, nor the lack of them 
make it impossible to have a good character. In 
fact, sometimes sickness of the body brings such 
discipline to the spirit that character is developed 
far more than hindered. The test is, what use do 
you make of the things you possess, and what is 
your aim in life. If you purposely strive to be your 
best self, whatever you have will be used to further 
the great life task of building good character. 

You Are More Than Your Body. We know the 
purpose of life is not just to keep the body alive, 
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for the body is but the instrument of the spirit. It 
is our nearest possession, the outer garment of the 
soul. The inner being which we call the soul, the 
spiritual ego, or the self, is that which really is; 
that which knows, and sees, and feels, and thinks, 
and, above all else, what is. 

We know that the body is ours. We possess it, 
and through it we make our contacts with the world 
about us. We use it to convey our thoughts to 
others; we use it to bring into our souls the love, 
beauty and knowledge of the world about us. We 
use the body. It is ours. We keep it in the best 
possible condition, train and develop it until it re- 
sponds in marvellous ways to our needs. We use 
it to minister to the needs of those about us. But 
we early come to the conclusion that training and 
developing the body is not the end and purpose of 
life. We use it but a brief time. We lay it aside 
and it goes again into the elements of which it was 
made, and we know that life, with its joys and 
sorrows, its pleasures and suffering, its gains and 
losses, has back of it something more, something 
far more enduring than just the development of 
man’s chief instrument for living, his body. The 
purpose of life is something far more vital and 
enduring than this! 

You Are More Than Your Mind. Is the pur- 
pose of life found in the cultivation of the mind? 
Is a mind well stored with facts the end of life? 
But what are facts? We know that our knowl- 


14 YOUR CHURCH AND YOU 


edge at best is fragmentary. We know a few 
things, but how frequently has the world had to 
throw aside its accumulation of what was consid- 
ered truth because of new discoveries and new 
truth. How much of the vast amount of writing 
stored in the ancient library at Alexandria would 
be accepted today? If the world progresses during 
the next two thousand years as in the past, and 
why should not the progress be much more, what 
will the students of that day find in the thousands 
of books now in our libraries that will be worth 
keeping? No, the acquisition of facts as accepted 
by our generation is not the end of life. These 
are useful as the body is. We use them. The 
purpose of life, as far as we can understand it, 
is that out of our daily living there shall come 
something worthy to endure forever, and that is a 
great soul. 

Character, An Attribute of the Soul. But what 
is there in the soul, the true inner being, which 
can be developed, which possesses the power to 
grow; to gain strength and become something of 
enduring value? ‘The answer to this question is 
character. Character is an attribute of the soul. 
Character is the result of growth, of experience, of 
life. It is the one enduring deposit out of all the 
surge and flow of life. 

The Purpose of Life. The chief end of living 
is not that you may have a strong and efficient 
body. Nor is it that you may know facts and 
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acquire knowledge, though these are valuable helps 
to the achievement of the main end of life. But 
the chief end of living is that you may acquire 
“ good character.”’ Good character means that our 
souls are pure, kindly, strong and calm; pure in 
thought, understanding God and purposefully striv- 
ing to be like Him; kindly disposed towards all 
created things, having that quality of goodness that 
makes us akin to God; strong with the strength 
that comes with the knowledge that one is work- 
ing with God in creating a new and finer civiliza- 
tion among men; calm with the assurance that 
comes into one’s life when he realizes he is work- 
ing with the unseen power back of the universe 
and that one has been accepted by his Father God 
as His child and co-worker, not only for the years 
of this life, but for the long reaches of the life 
eternal. 

That this is the purpose of life rests not only on 
mental assent, though it is supported by our best 
thought, for there is planted deep in the being of 
man another faculty other than his mind by which 
he recognizes some forms of truth. There are some 
things we learn only through the heart, and these 
things we know in a more vital way than we know 
anything accepted as a result of the reasoning of 
the mind. 

Knowing Truth Through the Emotions. A child 
knows his father’s love. He knows this not be- 
cause he has reasoned out that his father does 
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this or that for him, speaks these comforting 
words, manifests this affectionate nature, but while 
all these things help, yet he knows, even before he 
reasons and far deeper than any reason will go, 
that his father loves him. So is it in the deeper 
experiences of life. We know of God, His reality, 
His love, His purpose, not entirely by reason, but 
by those deeper processes of apprehension,—the 
way of the heart. God is too great, too powerful 
for us to know Him through the mind alone. But 
through the affections, in the boundless sweep of 
our emotions we can come into a knowledge of 
Him in ways which far transcend the processes 
of pure thought and logic. 

So when one has ranged through nature and has 
studied his own being, he comes back with assur- 
ance to the belief that the purpose of his life is to 
acquire character, true worth of soul, and that in 
so doing he is helping to create something of in- 
estimable value in this life, something the world 
needs and which the world uses, and far more than 
this, something that will endure through the far 
ages. For when our body is laid away, when our 
mind is given complete and final truth in place of 
the partial truth we now possess, in that day char- 
acter will endure. Whatever we have developed 
and acquired in the way of character, that will 
abide; our kindness, purity, integrity, honesty, 
fidelity, these will endure, These we will have 
when all else is put away. These we will carry 


THE PURPOSE OF LIFE 17 


over into that fuller, richer life of the spirit to 
form the foundation of the development which will 
be ours in the world to come. 

We can rest our minds on this fact, that back of 
all the universe, its forms and its forces, back of 
our lives with their manifold experiences, there is 
an intelligent, purposeful God, and that out of the 
life we live, if we live purposefully, there shall come 
a soul endowed with enduring character which will 
continue through the millenniums of eternity, grow- 
ing in grace, purity, strength and godliness. 


II 


CHARACTER BUILDING 


r- “HE building of your character is a re- 
sponsibility committed to you. We are 
all the builders of our characters. This 

is our responsibility. We cannot get away from 

it. In building our character, however, we have, 
in addition to our own determination and efforts, 
two sources of help—our friends and God. 

The Church offers you a rare opportunity to 
make and cultivate the friends who will help you 
most in your task of character building. 

A true friend is one who lifts your soul out of 
its narrow round and gives you an opportunity to 
share in the experience of others and to come to 
an understanding of your own nature and powers. 

Social Needs of the Soul. In order for the soul 
to come to an understanding of itself you must 
have communion with other true souls. No one 
comes to full knowledge of man nor of God in soli- 
tude. You must have intercourse with others, the 
give and take of actual life. The mirroring of your 
own thoughts, fears, feelings in the life of another 
gives you an understanding of their place and value 
in developing your own character. A true friend 
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is one who can enter into your experiences with 
sympathy and entire unselfishness. The person 
who cannot allow you opportunity to tell of your 
life for eagerness to tell of his own, who runs ahead 
of you in your description of events with recital of 
something out of his own life, is not qualified to be 
your best friend. What you need, and what every- 
one needs, is a friend who is unselfish enough to 
allow you to tell your story through, of how you 
see things, feel things, do things; one who so far 
forgets himself that he can truly enter into your 
own life and share it with you: and then, having 
seen your life, your true friend must be able to 
give you sound advice, understanding and comfort. 
We are so created that there is no longing so deep 
and intimate as the longing for understanding and 
sympathy. We live much alone, even though we 
may be in crowds. We go about our work at 
home or elsewhere feeling much of the time we are 
alone. How few enter our lives in the deepest 
way. We have a little secret chamber where we 
enter alone, or with the rarest of all precious things, 
a true friend. This little secret chamber of our 
lives houses our greatest need. 

Making Friends. The Church offers you the 
rare opportunity to make and to cultivate just such 
friends. When you meet people in church you 
meet them on a foundation of good will, of mutual 
confidence and respect. We go to church actuated 
by the best impulses that are active in our lives. 
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We go unselfishly and expectant. We have put 
away for the time that urge for getting material 
things. We do not expect to buy or sell. We are 
not looking for bargains. We are not on our guard 
lest some one take advantage of us. But for the 
time people have detached themselves as far as 
possible from the narrow round of family and 
business interests. The things with which we live 
all week are put a little to one side, for when we 
go to church we are the farthest removed from the 
selfish interests that bind our minds and enmesh 
our bodies all our working days. We rise to our 
best selves, however poor and unworthy that may 
be. We meet people at church when they are at 
their best and when we also are at our best. 

Then, again, when you meet people at church 
your inner life is opened a little way at least, and 
the lives of others are likewise opened. You go to 
church with the window of your soul unlocked 
and ajar for whatever of help and influence may 
come your way. During all the week you have 
kept a steady hand on your inner life. Natural 
reserve and the press of activity keep you in the 
line of duty and custom. But at church we relax, 
we allow our souls to open to beneficent influences 
and the flow of interest and good passes from one 
soul to another without the usual restraint. 

The Need of Friends. Thus at the church you 
have the best opportunity you ever have to be 
friendly and to make friends, true and sure, whose 
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influence in your life will be lasting and far- 
reaching. Friends who will help you to want the 
best things and assist you in reaching towards 
them. Friends of character whose strength of 
inner life will kindle in your own soul those 
character-making forces you so much need, and 
help you grow into that strong character God in- 
tends you shall be, and toward which your own 
inner life strains. Friends who give you their 
best and call out your best are absolutely neces- 
sary for your life. No man can stand long without 
friends. The vitality of his own life demands that 
he have true friends. He is just as strong as his 
friendships. A friend is one who helps you and 
whom you help. At the church you meet, and 
come to know in those deep ways of the spirit, 
good people who are anxious to be your friends 
and who need your friendship. It is your best 
opportunity of developing those character-making 
friendships which you and everyone vitally needs. 
The Church is no place for the selfish man, nor 
for one of proud spirit. If there be those who 
hesitate to be your friend, rest assured they have 
no place at the church save that as seekers after a 
new spirit. Jesus said, “I call you friends,” and 
the Church is the body of the friends of Jesus, 
willing and ready to be helpful to all who join 
unselfishly and sincerely in the life of the Church. 
Be sincere and friendly, and you will find friends 
at the church as at no other place. Friends who 
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will be to you what your soul needs. Friends 
who will help you in your supreme task of build- 
ing a good and enduring character. 

Need of God. The other source of strength and 
help in character building is found in your rela- 
tionship to God. ' 

However much a man may drill and school his 
life, however much he may have from his friends, 
no man can be strong as he ought to be until he 
has found God in a deeply personal way; found 
God, who is the source of all spiritual life, and has 
strengthened himself with the power of God. 

At church we learn about God. We are taught 
the way God has manifested Himself to the chil- 
dren of men through the ages. We gain knowl- 
edge of Him and of His ways. We are taught His 
laws and how He provides for our daily needs and, 
beyond all these things, how we may seek to know 
Him in a personal way and receive in our own lives 
the resources of power He has for all those who 
put their trust in Him and seek to do His will. 

Beyond learning to know about God and His 
laws and His will, we are taught how to find Him 
for ourselves. Not only to know about Him, but 
to know Him. We are taught in the worship of 
the Church how to come very near to Him. Of 
course, there are many ways through which we 
come to know God, and each one who finds Him 
as a personal friend must find Him in his own 
way. But we come very near to Him when we 
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worship together in the Church. If we persevere 
in our own communion He will speak to our souls 
in a way we will recognize and understand. We 
will know that this is the voice of the Divine in 
our own lives. 

The Value of Worship. When we join in the 
prayers and songs and when we think about God 
we open the little windows of our souls, and when- 
ever we do this God’s spirit enters. He stands 
without our hearts and waits until we open our 
lives to His influence. God, in His own wise way, 
has provided that we will want Him before we 
have Him. How insignificant our lives would be 
if we had not been given the control of our own 
spirits. God has cared so much for His human 
child that He has endowed him with something of 
His own freedom of choice. God enters only 
where and when He is desired. We must, first of 
all, want Him and open our hearts to Him. He 
will not fail. 

At the Church we learn how men through all 
the long ages have sought Him, and that when 
they have opened to Him He has entered. The 
testimony of others and our own longings for 
something better and surer than we have known 
encourages us to open our hearts to Him. Then 
He enters. We feel His presence. We know He 
is with us. We have calm assurance. We have 
experienced something of this same assurance of 
spiritual communion when we have sat beside a 
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sincere friend. No word may be spoken, but we 
know our friend is there, and our soul is at rest. 
We know our friend is thinking of us and of our 
best interest, and his own inner soul goes out to 
us and our soul to him in those mysterious chan- 
nels of spiritual communion. 

Worship and communion make us aware of God. 
We feel that He is close to us, that He knows all 
about us; knows us even better than we know 
ourselves. You come to know Him as He is and 
your soul has real companionship with His spirit. 
The Church gives you the opportunity of learning 
of God in this vital way. 

Spiritual Needs. We can meet God any time, 
anywhere we truly seek Him. How often as we 
go about our daily task we lift our thoughts to 
Him and feel Him in those deep and abiding ex- 
periences of high companionship. By the ocean 
side or among great mountains, when music lifts 
our spirit or some deed of helpfulness reaches our 
soul, then we realize that God is speaking to us, 
and we hear Him and know Him. But we cannot 
go to the ocean or among mountains at will, and 
when we do often our thoughts are far away on 
matters of business concern. But the Church is 
close at hand, and there we will find far more to 
cause us to lift our thoughts to Him and to open 
our inner lives to His influence. The worshipping 
people, the music, the speaker’s words, the uncon- 
scious influences all about us, the spirit of the 
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place help us turn our thoughts away from our 
own selfish interests and centre them in God. 
When we do this God meets us and gives us 
those things we most need for our own life and 
strength. 

If we sorrow, we find comfort. If we are 
lonely, we find spiritual companionship. If we 
are tempted, we feel our strength building up 
within us and new courage coming to us. If we 
have sinned and truly repent and resolve to live a 
new life, we find consolation and forgiveness com- 
ing into our hearts. If we suffer, we find a com- 
panion in our suffering who takes a share and 
gives us assurance that we do not suffer alone. If 
we rejoice, we feel the joy of sharing our happiness 
with others. We find in God that which our soul 
needs. He is ours and we are His, and something 
of His life comes into ours and renews and re- 
builds our spirits. 

The Church helps us to make lasting friends 
and to come into vital relationship with the*spirit 
of God. These things help us to build good 
character. 

Builders of Character. We are far more the 
architects of our lives than we sometimes think. 
When we fail it is so easy to put the blame on 
another, to seek an alibi. Our lives, however, are 
in our own hands. Multitudes through the years 
have been able to conquer fate, to subdue adverse 
fortune; to rise above the things which seek to 
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drag one down and to destroy the inner life, and 
to build, in spite of all these things, a beautiful 
and enduring character. We have the precious 
jewel of our lives in our own hands. We can do 
with it as we will. 

Our days are so full of many interesting and 
pressing things that it is very easy for us to forget 
the more vital things of life. Then, again, when 
we do look into our own lives, we frequently see 
things that ought not to be there, and we turn 
away and try, by busying ourselves with other 
things, to forget that which so much needs our 
attention. 

If we are to build good character, we must have 
some quiet times. Some seasons when we can have 
the incentive and the leisure to look down deep 
into our lives and see what sort of character- 
building we are carrying forward. 

This opportunity the Church gives us. For, 
when we separate ourselves from the daily round 
and usual environment and go to church, we are 
led to think soberly of our own spiritual needs. 

We need to have the secret springs of our lives 
refreshed, our wills strengthened, our natures puri- 
fied, our hearts warmed. The Church offers us an 
opportunity to do all these things. 

The Church helps every man who is faithful to 
it. It gives him the opportunity to strengthen his 
own soul and to build a character that will stand 
in this life and be worthy of the life that is to come. 
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The Value of the Church to You. The value of 
the Church to you is many-sided. It helps you 
come to your best self. It provides the environ- 
ment in which your mind naturally dwells on things 
good, beautiful and eternal. It brings you into 
company with others whose lives are being touched 
by the same helpful influences, when they are at 
their best, when your lives and their lives are 
sensitive to good and helpful influences and friend- 
ships are begun and furthered. Its great value to 
you is that you learn of God, learn to think God’s 
thoughts and to desire God’s will. Then your life 
consciously reaches up and out to become Godlike 
as far as in you it may be possible. Your life takes 
on the attributes of the eternal that will quicken 
and strengthen it. Thus you will be building a 
good character, strong, friendly, virile, pure, vic- 
torious, something of supreme value for the life 
that now is and something of such value that it 
will continue through the far ages in companion- 
ship with the ever-living spirit of God. 


III 


THE CHURCH AND THE COMMUNITY 


Pr “\HE duty of the Church is not only to train 
its members to build good characters and 
to live friendly lives, but also to set them 

at work for the common welfare of the community. 

To train its members to live friendly lives is no 

easy task. The whole set of our lives is toward 

our own interests. The animal and vegetable life 
all around is in a fierce combat for existence. 

Every plant fights for its life. It pushes its roots 

further and further, drawing life from the widest 

possible area. It pushes its branches higher and 
higher, seeking as much of the light and sun as it 
can secure, regardless of the interest or welfare of 
any of its fellows. The plant lives a selfish life. 

Its very existence depends upon its ability to push 

its roots and branches farther and farther. If 

other plants die, it has no concern. 

In the animal kingdom fierce battle rages. One 
animal lives on another, and in turn becomes the 
prey of some stronger animal. The whole set 
of nature seems toward the perpetuation of the 
individual. 

The Inner Conflict. Mankind partakes in his 
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natural state of some of these qualities. His de- 
sires and appetites are imperious; at the same time 
there is, deep in man’s nature, a second set of 
impulses which are altruistic—looking towards the 
welfare of others. These two impulses wage con- 


stant conflict in the inner life of every person. | 
Sometimes one, again the other, is dominant. In | 
few lives is one or the other impulse entirely in| 


command. The most selfish man does an unselfish 


thing now and then, and the most unselfish person | 


falls again and again from his own ideals. The 
Christian Church is set to awaken altruistic im- 
pulses; to teach men the way to unselfishness. Its 


task is to teach the meaning of the struggle that 
goes on in the inner life; and to help every man — 


to come as near the ideal of the friendly life as 
is possible. 

The first great task of the Church is to train its 
members in friendly ways of living. The men and 
women who are being trained in the way of friend- 
ship are not learning this way of life simply for 
themselves, but that they may learn the more 
difficult lesson of how to lift the general life of 


_— 


the community all about them. A friendly church | 


t 


at the centre of the community should make a | 


friendly community; a community where neigh- 


bours are “good neighbours;” a community in | 


which it is a joy to live. 
Social Reconstruction. Communities differ in 
their spirit, as do individuals. Some are gossipy, 


} 


p 
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indifferent to appearance, neglectful of the sick, 
quarrelsome, divided; while there are others in 
which the good of the community is of highest 
consideration. The streets and parks are well 
cared for; the poor relieved, and the sick looked 
after; the schools are efficient, and there life is 
good to live. When a community of this sort is 
found it will be evident to anyone who cares to 
study it that here are men and women, public 
spirited people living unselfishly, whose friendly 
spirit is reflected in the life of the community round 
about them. But for the most part communities 
are like individuals, mixed in their impulses and 
natures. Something like the same contest goes on 
in the community between the selfish and unselfish 
as there is in the lives of the individuals. Some- 
times the better elements dominate, at other times 
the selfish. 

The Church should be the centre of good will 
at the heart of the community. The Church should 
be to the community what the heart is to the body 
—the centre of life-giving power. Its responsi- 
bilities extend throughout the community, and no 
need of men, women or children of the entire. re- 
gion is outside the interest and responsibility of 
the church. Its task is to encourage unselfish ele- 
ments in the community until they dominate all 
the life and work of the people. 

The Church’s first duty to its members is not an 
end in itself. Its duty is that they may be trained 
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to be agents of its collective goodwill and service 
to the community. It is with the Church as with 
the family; the family’s first duty is to itself. It 
must do the best it can for every member of the 
family that they may grow, develop, work and 
serve, not simply for their own sakes, but that 
wherever they go each member carries health, 
courage and help. The family that spends all its 
time and its thought on its own life is but mani- 
festing the same selfish spirit as an individual who 
does the same thing. The church which has only 
thought for itself, its own members and their 
needs, finds itself in an ever-narrowing circle of 
interest, growing more and more self-centred and 
cut off from the interest and welfare of the world 
about it. Its life grows narrow, thin and cir- 
cumscribed, and the end of such a church is slow 
death through dry rot to the very centre of its 
being. The only way of life in the Church, as 
for the individual or the family, is through en- 
largement, growth in interest, in service and in 
friendship. 

The true church seeks to manifest the spirit of 
Christ in the community and is a lighthouse for 
all who need help. There are in every commun- 
ity those who have serious needs, anxiety, sorrow 
and loss. The Church is the gne agency that by 
its very nature is charged to help all these needy 
people. It must have excess of love for those who 
are lonely; excess of all spiritual qualities for the 
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men and women of the community, who truly need 
its ministry regardless of creed, colour or condi- 
tion. That is what every community needs; this 
is what the Church is set to be and to do. 

The Good Shepherd for the Community. The 
Church is the “‘ Good Shepherd ” for the commun- 
ity. It must see that the people lack nothing 
within its power to give if they be in sickness or 
trouble. It must be near them in sorrow and in 
peril. Its spirit must be so vital and so helpful 
that all in the community will feel that here is 
sheltering care in every case of need. Its ministry 
must be a broad and catholic influence permeating 
the farthest reach of the community and making 
better every relationship of its life. 

To meet these needs of the community, the 
Church does not necessarily have to build hos- 
pitals, homes, rescue stations or like apparatus of 
social reconstruction. But these institutions owe 
their origin to the Church. There was a time when 
the Church itself established and conducted these 
helpful agencies. Now the teachings of religion are 
so widespread and its spirit of helpfulness per- 
meates the lives of the peaple in general so that 
the community as a whole now maintains these 
institutions. The responsibility of the Church, 

| however, while different in degree, is the same in 
| kind. Many church organizations still maintain 
these helpful institutions, and their work has 
| blessed the lives of countless people. But when 
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the beneficent institutions are municipal or corpo- 
rate the Church should consider it has but added 
help in the great work of ministering to the com- 
munity. It should look upon these institutions not 
as separate from its life, but of its very life and} 
blood. Their welfare and their work should be its \ 
highest concern. Church men and women should 
consider these helpful institutions but an expan- 
sion of the agencies for the upbuilding of the com- 
munity engendered by the primary impulse of good 
will and social responsibility, practiced and taught 
by the Christian Church. How long would any of 
these agencies exist were Christians removed from 
the community? Let us give thanks that whereas 
in the past the Church itself needed to establish 
and conduct all helpful social agencies, in this day 
good will has so far permeated the life of the com- 
munity that large numbers of people not affiliated 
directly with the Church are helping in these prac- 
tical ways to make friendship the actuating motive 
in social organization. Let the Church make its 
contribution in every possible way, that all these 
beneficent agencies have the means and facilities 
for their work. Let it feel its responsibility that 
the service thus rendered shall be in truth a 
friendly service, robbed of all autocracy and pro- 
fessionalism, and that those who receive this min- 
istry will understand the underlying motive of good 
will which makes possible these forms of manifold 
service. 
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The Church should be keenly alive to the con- 
dition of the community, and if there are unmet 
needs, the Church should inspire and lead in the 
creating of new agencies, or the expansion of 
those now operating, that social needs may be 
satisfied. 

The Study of Community Needs. Let it be 
remembered that the beneficent social agencies 
sprang from the Church. They are, every one of 
them, her children, and she must have a mother’s 
care for their welfare. The church must set itself 
to study the social needs of its community. This 
requires not only a good heart, but a wise head. 
In this day of complex human life far more than 
good will is needed for social reconstruction. The 
world is full of reformers and of those with engag- 
ing fads for social amelioration. These must be 
trained and directed, their good impulses discip- 
lined that permanent good will result from their 
service. The careful study of the social needs of 
the community is a prime responsibility of the 
Church. Social reconstruction of the community, 
and the careful upbuilding of broken men and 
women, is a complex task ever requiring infinite 
grace and experience. So many times people, 
seeing a social need or an individual in want, 
eagerly rush in with some panacea which prom- 
ises all too good results, and unless there is wisdom 
and care the last condition is apt to be worse than 
the first. 
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Enthusiasm Not Enough. Enthusiasm and good | 
will are necessary, but these are not enough. It is 
the duty of the Church to teach and to train that 
the reservoir of good will shall be filled full, but 
that it be under such wise restraint that at the 
first call for help there shall not be such a flood 
that the good that was intended shall be destroyed 
in the untempered inundation of outgiving. Rather, 
the careful agriculturalist should be our example. 
He irrigates his land in due season and with great 
restraint and economy, but he never neglects the 
day and hour of need. Social rebuilding requires 
infinite care. How the Church should clarify its 
thinking and enlarge its practice! It is so much 
easier to preach generalities than to study actual 
necessities. But if the Church does not study its 
community and bring to bear on the complex needs 
of the community the teachings and spirit of 
the Master, what organization will do it? The 
Church must do this work. It must inspire its 
members to be true social builders; give them high 
ideals, careful training, courageous spirits, and send 
them out into the busy life of the town. When they 
return weary, disappointed, disillusioned and impa- 
tient with the progress they have made, the church 
must so minister to them that they will not fail, but 
return again to their appointed tasks. No respon- 
sibility rests upon the Church more insistent 
than this; that the people may understand the 
complexity of modern life, see its limitations and 
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hindrances, look wisely for those who have fallen 
and are disabled, and with high courage and well- 
tempered enthusiasm set themselves to building 
and maintaining in the community whatever in- 
stitutions and whatever agencies are needed to 
maintain that spirit of good will and true help- 
fulness which will in very truth see “ Thy Kingdom 
come on earth,” 


IV 


THE CHURCH AND EDUCATION 


HE Church has a twofold responsibility 

for education in the community. Its first 

duty is to instruct its own people, and it 

is also responsible in part that public education 

shall be correct in its method, valuable in its 
material and true in its ideals. 

The Church’s Responsibility for Its Own People. 
The Church must give instruction to its own peo- 
ple in spiritual matters and teach plainly the laws 
of life. Its doctrines must be true doctrines. It 
must not seek by some legerdemain to slur over the 
difficulties of an understanding of the mysteries of 
life, nor attempt to fashion a scheme of salvation 
rigid in detail and exacting in program, nor yet 
given to the defense of an archaic interpretation of 
the stories, poetry and illustrative material of the 
Book of books. It has no business with any neat 
scheme of life fitted together by some ingenious 
mind to harmonize apparently opposing texts of 
the Scriptures. The doctrines of the Church should 
be in keeping with our understanding of the nature 
of God and true to the teachings of Christ. Pride 
of opinion or satisfaction in any man-made system 
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of salvation wherein every part is fashioned to- 
gether with dialectic skill should have no place in 
the living Church set to perpetuate the spirit and 
teachings of the living Lord. 

A Progressive Spirit. The Church should offer 
a progressive leadership in things of the spirit; a 
leadership that welcomes all new truth as God sees 
fit to reveal it and shuts not up the heart against 
the leadings of His spirit. 

Not only should the Church be exacting in its 
judgment as to the doctrines it will teach, but it 
must also be progressive in its method. How often 
the Church feels its duty done in proclaiming the 
truth. Hortatory methods have altogether too 
large a part in its program. The way of learning 
consists only in part in hearing the truth. The true 
way of acquiring knowledge is the way of experi- 
ence. No truth is ours until we use it—until we 
have put it to work in our lives and have thus built 
it into our own mental structure. Far too many peo- 
ple are afflicted with that malady “ spectatoritis,”— 
simply sitting by and seeing others do and hearing 
others teach. Such methods enervate the will and 
weaken the mind. The true teacher leads others 
step by step along the way of knowledge, carefully 
building into that which is known new truth and 
new experiences until the whole is fully articulated. 

The Teaching Function of the Pulpit. The pul- 
pit has an educational responsibility second to 
none. Vain repetitions, hortatory and ejaculatory 
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assertions have had too large a place in the min- 
_ istry of the Church. We need inspiration and 
encouragement. We need to be lifted into new 
realms of reality. This cannot be done unless there 
is a correct method of teaching the truths of life 
from the pulpit, and there is not likely to be this 
proper method of teaching unless the people truly 
want to learn. 

The Method of True Teaching. Line upon line, 
precept upon precept is still, as in the ancient days, 
a necessary method of instruction. This is a diffi- 
cult task of the Church and one sadly neglected in 
these days of extended assertions and one-sided 
debates on matters of passing interest. How eter- 
nal matters are neglected! How the foundations 
of religious thinking are taken for granted and the 
great themes of religion are passed over for matters 
of interest and value only for the day. 

The people need teaching, not opinion; not so 
much what one person thinks is the ideal solution 
for everyday problems, but actual facts, time-tested 
and true to the best experience of the ages, which 
will strengthen and enrich the soul and make pos- 
sible independent judgment by which the people 
can determine the way of life. 

There are times, of course, when the Church 
must deal with the events of the day, but when this 
is done it should be in such a spirit and with such 
a method that the light of eternal righteousness 
will be shed on the problem in hand. 
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The Basis of Doctrine. The Church is set to 
teach the great foundation facts of life, the fact 
of sin; the possibility of forgiveness; salvation 
through Jesus Christ; the way of friendly good 
will; the possibility of a growing acquaintance 
with God through prayer, and the way of life eter- 
nal. These and many other topics of lasting value 
and eternal worth must be presented to the people 
in clear and convincing ways by the Church, or 
the people will go uninstructed all their days. No 
other institution is charged with the responsibility 
of teaching the people the meaning and value of 
life as is the Church. If it fails here, its failure is 
complete and irremediable. 

The Futility of Mass Thinking. In atime when 
mass movements are the order of the day, when we 
all read the same papers, see the same pictures, 
hear the same radio, it is surprisingly easy to sweep 
the people this way and that at will. Wily manipu- 
lators profit by this modern tendency for all the 
people to move en masse. ‘The only source of 
security in such a day is that there may be in the 
population a saving element of independent think- 
ers who are sure of their ground and who stand 
fast in the midst of unthinking multitudes. 

The Need of Independent Thinking. ‘This con- 
dition puts an added responsibility on the Church 
to create in the minds of the people the ability for 
sober, independent judgment. Such ability is not 
created through hortatory methods, but rather by 
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the stimulation of those thought centres that lie 
deep in man’s nature and by the enlargement of 
that body of tried and tested truth which abides. 
Some things are a matter of opinion, but there are 
others that are a matter of fact, and men must be 
trained to distinguish between these two orders. 
The Church must arouse the independent thinking 
ability of its people, and this cannot be done except 
in ways that are thoroughly pedagogical and true. 
The New Moral Attitude. Again the Church is 
face to face with the whole range of duties arising 
out of the changed attitude towards the seat of 
final authority in matters of morals and life. In 
the days of Rabbi Hillel there were 639 specific 
rules of conduct, and the scribes and Pharisees 
were busy all the day trying to observe one with- 
out at the same time violating two or three others. 
Gradually the seat of authority in morals and ethics 
has shifted from an external code to an inner spirit. 
Here the Church has often lagged behind in a be- 
wildering sort of way, using the language of a dis- 
carded philosophy, but the people refusing to 
live by the rules of that system of thought. The 
Church must teach new truth with sureness and 
power. No half-way measures will do. If the 
sense of inner righteousness and justice is to be the 
guide, then this inner consciousness must be clari- 
fied and trained to be of everyday use. If we are 
not to look so frequently into the book of the law 
but into our own conscience, then conscience must 
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be made tender and responsive and we must be able 
to hold our mind open to the prompting of that 
inner voice of duty and truth. What a task of 
teaching here rests on the Church. If the Church 
fails, then the failure is complete and for mankind 
there is no hope until its direful need shall call into 
being an institution truly capable of meeting the 
necessities of the situation. 

The Church’s Responsibility for the Training of 
Youth. The next item in the consideration of the 
responsibility of the Church in the field of educa- 
tion is that for the religious education of the young. 

In no field of activity does the Church have 
greater duties than in that of religious education. 
There must be a virile leadership in the things of 
the spirit. The ‘“ minutize of curricule” and the 
“technique of procedure” are of minor consider- 
ation. There must be no confusion as to the pur- 
pose of the educational theory in use. 

The World of Change. Here is where the 
Church must arouse itself to clear and hard think- 
ing. We do not live in a static world where sys- 
tems once established go on and on, but in a world 
of accelerating change. Methods once satisfying 
and material once of value are soon passed by. 
Their continued use but indicate that our vision is 
turned not to the future, nor yet to the rapidly 
changing present, but to the past, wherein these 
things had value. We try to recreate an environ- 
ment out of the shreds of the past, hoping thus to 
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give an outgrown educational technique some 
validity. 

Knowing the Goal. If the experience of the 
years has taught us any one thing above another 
it is that in any system of education the primary 
object is to define in clear and understandable 
terms the goal towards which we work. To know 
our goal we must visualize the sort of environment 
in which a person is to live and define our goal in 
terms of personal responsibility. The character- 
istics of an adequate educational goal for today 
are the ability to think for one’s self, to frame in- 
dependent judgment, to have a foundation of accu- 
rate facts of life, to be able to decide unselfishly 
and to be actuated by the desire for the good of 
the people. In short, the goal of the educational 
process is character; not historical facts, but living 
character. How far removed is this goal from any- 
thing that can be discovered by the perusal of a 
set of examination papers. This goal is so vital 
and so related to the very stuff of life that whether 
or not it has been reached can only be decided as 
life is lived. The goal of true education is the 
acquiring of something that will stand in the crises 
of life rather than a memory test or any such 
superficial device. This is no easy or simple goal. 
But neither is life easy or simple. Life is infinitely 
complex, and this complexity adds to the difficulty 
of framing an educational program for the youth, 
and also adds to the urgency of the need. Educa- 
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tion must fit for life. All that does not is wasted 
effort. Partial views and half-baked opinions are 
the worst possible luggage with which to load a boy 
or girl facing the realism of modern life. 

Limitations. One great difficulty of the present 
day plans of religious education, as with secular 
education, is the effort to be all inclusive. No 
realm of life or learning but must be entered. All 
fields of interest must be touched, even if in the 
most inadequate fashion. We forget the great 
teaching of the masters that one fact well learned 
and incorporated in one’s own thinking is worth a 
multitude viewed once and then forgotten. 

Then again we find it easier to continue the tra- 
ditional use of illustrative material from ancient 
Scriptures than to pioneer in the literature of 
more recent times and of our own day, regard- 
less of the fact that much of the ancient literature 
is as false to our standards as is possible, and 
much also is simply immoral in its teachings and 
implications. 

We have used the educational program of the 
Church to uphold and to make binding many and 
certain conventions brought along from a past 
where their observance had some valid reason, but 
which today are but survivals of that far-off time. 
A day in some instances so long forgotten that we 
know not the “ why ” of the earliest formulation. 
We can rest assured that the day of observing con- 
ventions simply for convention’s sake is past, and 
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the sooner the Church learns this the better for its 
future and for the welfare of mankind. 

The Present Day “Why.” We have to meet our 
young people with something more than “it has 
always been done this way ” or “ this is the way.” 
There is great hope in the insistent “ why ” of the 
present generation. No progress is possible in the 
face of tradition and convention. Unless we have 
the “why ” the things we have carried along in 
morals, in conduct, in ethics, as well as in other 
fields of life, will have to be relegated to those 
museums of interesting relics of the past along with 
pewter spoons and swinging stage coaches. 

What a day for a new and awakened morality, 
free from the dead hand of the past, reverent 
towards life and expectant for the future. What a 
day will open for the world if the Church will be 
but true to her opportunities and teach right goals 
and use right methods to open minds, strengthen 
wills and purify motives. We are on the eve of a 
day in the field of morals and ethics comparable 
only to the day in the realm of mechanics when 
the first automobile wheezed its way along the 
dusty road. 

The Validity of Experience. In view of the 
situation, what is our guide as to method? If we 
have a clear goal, how shall we approach it? The 
answer is found in that old doctrine, “we only 
know what we experience.” Here we do well to 
recall the story in St. John’s gospel of the man 
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born blind—“ one thing I know.’ However much 
they might buffet him and rain questions upon him, 
he stood firm on the rock of his experience. Later, 
you will recall, when his experience broadened, his 
knowledge ripened, and in the end he could say, 
“ My Lord,” and worship Him. Experience was to 
him the valid way to knowledge. It is the true 
way today. We know what we experience. In the 
old day of authority, how easy the process. Tell a 
truth. It is memorized and repeated. It is cor- 
rectly written on an examination paper, and presto, 
it is learned and the teacher’s responsibility is at 
an end. But today how useless such parrot-like 
methods! How useless such lumber in the building 
of an enduring character set to meet the require- 
ments of a rapidly-moving world! 

Value of Testimony. No, character does not 
come in any such way! How, then, shall we teach? 
There is only one way, and that is through testi- 
mony. Our own testimony that we have tried this 
and that and we have found the results to be thus 
and so. We cannot say you will find this the way 
—but we can say what we have found and what 
others have found to be the facts and experiences 
of life. 

This leads to one further requirement, and that 
is, we can teach therefore only that which we know. 
How little real teaching we have, how seldom do 
we hear the clear word of direct and personal 
testimony of life. How prone we are to keep to 
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ourselves our own experiences and in glittering 
generalities fill the void created by our lean and 
partial experience or our reticence in speaking forth 
the truth as we have found it. 

The Attributes of Authority. Our young people 
rejoice when they find one who knows by actual 
experience. They listen and weigh his words and 
eagerly put to test some portion of his experi- 
ence. When they find his testimony helpful and 
his words borne out by true living, they follow 
him. We learn not from barren authority, not 
from a simple ipse dixit, but from words of 
testimony accepted on trial and found by experi- 
ence to be true. 

The Challenge of the Future. Who knows what 
our children will have to face? Who knows the 
burden and stress of the years to come? The world 
is rapidly moving forward and the years just ahead 
promise to be the most thrilling and productive the 
world has ever known. How foolish to seek to put 
new wine in old bottles or to give lessons in how to 
drive a yoke of oxen to the boy who in a few years 
will be managing a high-power auto or a swift- 
moving airplane? 

But in the new day those elements of character 
which the Church is set to educe and exemplify 
will be just as necessary and just as valuable as in 
any age of the world. Honesty, friendliness, in- 
dustry, integrity and justice are eternal. Let us 
give ourselves to creating and developing these 
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enduring qualities and leave the thousand and one 
unimportant things for days not so urgent. 

Character the Goal. The Church has its duty 
which no institution can take from it and which it 
must fulfil. The days go by and how foolish— 
unutterably foolish—the vast mechanism and be- 
wildering minutiz of many programs of education. 
The program should be such that character will 
result—free, independent and strong. There should 
be knowledge of the effect of sin, the way of right- 
eousness and the power of Christ to strengthen 
our inner life. 

The Church and Public Education. In addition 
to the responsibility which rests on the Church for 
the teaching of its people and education of its 
young it is likewise under the responsibility of 
clarifying for the community the aims and goals of 
secular education. The time was when the schools 
were a part of the equipment of the Church. Now 
the community rightly maintains its public schools 
for all the people. A worthwhile school system will 
not run itself. It requires that back of it there shall 
be some adequate body of enlightened public opin- 
ion which will make possible a true and vital edu- 
cational program for the community as a whole. 

In the day when so much of education is com- 
mercialized and the goal at times is simply to Jearn 
how to do things to make an easy living, the voice 
of the Church should be clear and positive. 

Men are better than things, and to be something 
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is far more valuable than to be able fo do some- 
thing. Skill and knowledge are necessary, but 
these are not the ends of education, they are but 
the means to an end. The end of education, 
whether in Church or school, is character. 

When schools are maintained by the community, 
political power is bound to have an influence, 
though seldom is the power revealed in ugly or 
repulsive forms. Any agency maintained by the 
public cannot well be in advance of the general 
ideals of the community. The Church, under- 
standing the goal of education, knowing the method 
and the need, should with clear and unfailing voice, 
and with continuous influence, lead the community 
in the development of the system of public educa- 
tion true in its method and clear in its ideals. 


V 
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‘ % YE talk glibly of the Church. We say the 

Church should be thus and so—we say 

that in education the Church should do 

such and such things. What do we mean when we 

say the Church? We mean you! We mean all 

of us, for apart from the people the Church does 
not exist. 

The individual is the centre of any thought con- 
cerning the Church. The individual is the heart 
of the Church and its interest and work is con- 
cerned first of all with individuals. Whenever we 
begin to think or talk of the Church or any other 
institution separate and apart from the individuals 
that compose it, we get at once into difficulty. The 
main reason so much thought is vain and so much 
talk is banal is that we get some sort of idealized 
concept in our mind and talk of this imaginary ob- 
ject and think in terms of some class, body or other 
generalized idea and forget that it is the individual 
who is the centre and substance of our interest. 

The Church is made up of men and women who, 
though they form a body, still keep all the attri- 
butes of their individuality. 
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The Individual the Cenire of Thought. It is be- 
cause of individual need we have a Church, and it 
is the individual in whom we are interested. Many 
years ago Theodore Roosevelt was addressing an 
audience which was restless, and his address was 
not satisfying to them nor to himself. When the 
situation became clear to his mind he looked closely 
at the audience and noticed one kindly-faced old 
man with a bronze G. A. R. button in the lapel of 
his coat. He fixed his gaze on the man and called 
out, “‘ You, my friend down there with the G. A. R. 
button, you know what I am saying is true, etc.” 
At once his own mind cleared and the interest of 
the people was aroused, for now he was speaking 
not to a crowd, but to an individual. From that 
day, he writes, he always sought the individual. 
This was one secret of his ability to reach men. 
When we lose sight of the individual we are lost. 
A certain great preacher made it his custom to go 
out among his people Saturday afternoon and visit 
them in their homes, that he might have a lively. 
sense of individual need when he stood in his pulpit 
on Sunday morning. His ministry was blessed with 
rare helpfulness. 

It is the individual man or woman uniting with 
others in service and worship that makes a church. 
Each one has his contribution to make; something 
in his own life of value; some hope, friendliness, 
faith, goodness, knowledge or strength coming out 
of his own life which adds strength to the body. 
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How quickly we realize when we meet the people 
that the individual makes the Church. When we 
go to church, where all have been wrapped in their 
own thoughts with no friendly eye or warm hand 
to greet another, we say the church is cold. When 
we go where two or three friendly people greet us 
and surround us with a friendly atmosphere, then 
we say, ‘‘ This is a friendly church.” It is the in- 
dividual that makes the Church, and it is for the 
individual the Church exists. We do not suffer 
toothache in the mass, but it is the individual that 
is in torment. We do not fall into temptation as a 
group, but it is the individual that faces the peril 
of evil. 

Christ’s Method. The importance of the indi- 
vidual was ever present in the mind of Christ. His 
ministry was to the individual. It was the indi- 
vidual He sought to lead into the higher and better 
life; the individual, upon whom He depends for 
the building of His Kingdom. 

There is a divine economy in the universe which 
gives some value to everything there is. We can 
rest assured that in all the universe there is no 
useless thing. Everything has use, and because it 
has use it has value. The value depends upon 
its individual qualities; something one individual 
has that no other individual in all the universe 
possesses. 

Individuality of the Soul, In man, God’s highest 
creation, this development of individuality is some- 
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thing more than physical. It is far more mental 
and spiritual. The universe is made up of the in- 
dividuals that compose it. It does not exist apart 
from them. Now, if the universe is to be what God 
intends, each individual must come into his fullest 
development, that is, his best self. His individual 
qualities must ripen. This does not mean he should 
become idiosyncratic, but. it means just the oppo- 
site. That instead of developing the set of one’s 
personality that will separate him from his fellows, 
he should develop those qualities that make him of 
most value to them. For we all have powers and 
possibilities which if we come to our best each one 
can do something, be something different from any- 
one else in all the universe; something of value to 
all the universe and something for which the uni- 
verse will be wanting if each one does not come to 
his best. 

Unity Above Difference. Now, the Church, as 
any other useful agency, is set to develop these 
traits and qualities of the individual that will bring 
each one to his best self. The individuals should 
not be repressed in spirit and reduced in being 
until the Church becomes a company of persons all 
exactly. alike in thought and feeling—but rather 
the Church shall have that broad and generous at- 
mosphere and create such a spiritual environment 
that it will be inclusive, large enough every way to 
provide room for the development of the best in all 
who yield themselves to the teachings and the fel- 
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lowship of the group. In other words, the iaeal is 
a unity above difference rather than a unity below 
difference. 

In this unity of life, broad, generous and rich, 
each one has his contribution to make. The great 
question for you is, what will you be? What will 
you do? What is your place in the Church? For 
upon you, and upon others like you, depends what 
the Church is in the community, what it is as a 
place of worship, as an agency for social recon- 
struction, as an influence in education, and as a 
centre of the hope and aspiration of the men and 
women round about it. 

Giving Your Best Self. In the first place, you 
can take your best self to church. That is, your 
true self. God intended you to be a certain sort 
of person.His purpose for you is embodied in 
your life. He never intended you to be anything 
else but your best self. But how often we are not 
our best selves. We fall below time and again. 
There are a thousand and one influences that pull 
us down. There are limitations and handicaps of 
the body. There are deficiencies of knowledge. 
There is lack of understanding. There are all the 
time the rough corners of the world and the inhu- 
manity of men. All these and countless other in- 
fluences keep us from being our best. But we can 
desire to be our best. No one approaches his best 
who does not desire this with all his heart. We do 
not come towards our best by “happen so.” It is 
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only by resolute determination that anyone raises 
his status of being above the dead level of medi- 
ocrity. We have some strange quality of con- 
science that tells us when we are being our best 
self. Something within that seems to sit in judg- 
ment on our lives, our motives and our accomplish- 
ments; something that commends us when we do 
well, that gives us an all-over feeling of joy and 
satisfaction when we have done that which is 
worthy of us. This voice of inner judgment may 
be weak at times and we may often seek to forget 
its influence, but it is there, and it is judging all 
the time and registering its judgment in the very 
fibre of our being. 

Life a Struggle. You know when you are moving 
toward your better self and you know you do not go 
in that direction by chance. Life is not that way. 
Life is struggle and contest. Strength of being as 
well as strength of character comes only as the di- 
rect result of deliberate effort backed by a con- 
science sensitive to the voice of the inner judgment. 

You know when you have done your best. The 
world may judge you harsh or easy. It may pro- 
claim you a failure when you know you are not, or 
it may proclaim you a success when you know 
down deep in your heart you have not yet done 
your best. This inner sense of judgment is our 
highest characteristic, and its enlightened and 
quickening influence is a constant spur to lift us 
towards that better self God intends we shall be. 
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The Downward Way. It is easy to fall into 
habits of not being one’s best self. We have tried 
and failed. The world does not always know of 
our failures, but we know them, and after awhile 
- we get the idea we have fooled the world and 
maybe we can fool ourselves if we try to forget 
about our mistakes and wherein we have failed. 
So we go from failure to failure and, in the end, 
many of us cease trying to be anything better than 
we can be without effort. What a life to live! A 
life no better than that of inanimate things. We 
drift this way and that, we are battered about by 
varying passions and influences, and become dis- 
satisfied, discouraged, and disappointed in our- 
selves and in life. The world is full of those who 
have reached this condition. Life is dull and grey, 
the zest of life gone, the assurance of the victorious 
soul lost. This is not the life that it is intended 
we should live. It is not intended that we shall 
all be successful in the way we may most desire. 
The things we most want may be the things we 
least need. But strength of soul, vitality of faith, \ 
sureness in God’s love and confidence in our own | 
salvation are elements in the goal that is within the 
reach of everyone. These things, the attributes of 
good character, are the things we need most of all, 
though we may want many other things, many of 
which are worthless and may be harmful in the end. 
The child cries for many things which would be 
harmful to it. We are but children of a larger 


YOUR CHURCH AND YOU 57 


growth, and many of the things we want and spend 

long days and ceaseless toil to get are as useless 

and valueless to us as the moon would be to the 

child who, after crying for it, suddenly found it 

within reach. We must first of all realize life con-! 
sists not of the things a person possesses, but rather 
of that which he is. True riches are those qualities: 
of mind and soul which are inwrought in one’s very 

life. ‘These are possessions we may be sure of, 

come what may. No one but yourself can rob you 

of your character. Here is a precipitate of life of 

enduring value. This is the one possession for 

which you may well sacrifice all others and one 

which, if you do not have it, all other things you 

may possess will prove of temporary value and 

decreasing worth. 

Helping Vour Church by Being Your Best Self. 
The one thing of greatest worth to you and to your 
church is your best self,—a character which is the 
result of the deliberate set of your life towards 
high and noble ends. 

No one needs to tell you what your best self is. 
You know it. Down deep in your life there is a 
sure feeling as to what is your best self. You do 
not have to guess what sort of person you ought to 
be. You know it by the inner voice of judgment. 
The desire to be that sort of a person should be 
encouraged in every way you know. It is your 
hope of satisfying life here and life eternal through 
the long ages. You should take to church the 
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strong determination to be the sort of person you 
ought to be. That is your first great responsibility 
to your church. Here is where you help yourself 
first of all and help your church in the best way. 

The Need of an Open Mind. The second thing 
you can do is to go to church with an open mind. 
You need to cultivate an eagerness to learn. We 
are taught that unless we become as little children 
we shall in no wise enter the Kingdom of heaven, 
and the eagerness of a child to learn and its open- 
mindedness is one of the great qualities that you 
must have if you are to help your church to be a 
great teaching agency. This can be possible only 
when there is the eager spirit of the learner mani- 
fested by the people. 

Willingness to Learn. The attitude of willing- 
ness to learn is not easy to maintain. We know so 
much. We have sampled so many fields of knowl- 
edge. We have so much knowledge stored away 
already that we are not able to use and somehow 
we like to pose that there is nothing more that we 
need to be taught. 

Then, again, we do not like to appear ignorant 
nor deficient among so many who are learned, at 
least in their own sight. We hide our ignorance 
under a cloak of assumption and like to appear 
more learned than we really are, though we fool no 
one so much as we fool ourselves. 

While the attitude of being a learner is very 
difficult to maintain, yet it is a necessity of the 
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people if the Church is to grow into the sort of 
institution it ought to be. 

Freedom from Prejudice. There is another con- 
sideration that makes it so difficult for us to have 
the attitude of a learner, and that is, we have ac- 
cumulated a store of pet prejudices which we guard 
as if they were possessions of great value. We 
know some of them are not a credit to us, but they 
are our possessions. We have defended them for 
many years until we feel a sense of indulgence or 
tenderness towards them. The more our reason 
may be convinced that these prejudices are not 
justified, generally the more we shelter them and 
defend them and assert them on all occasions. If 
we are to be learners, we must put these aside, 
or at least release a bit the hold they have on 
our mind. 

So here are three things we must take into con- 
sideration if we are to be learners and help our 
church be in truth a teaching agency. We must 
free ourselves from the domination of our knowl- 
edge, be frank with ourselves, understanding that 
there are many things yet to learn, and lay our 
prejudices aside and go to church with an open 
mind. 

Open-mindedness is a quality not easily acquired, 
but comes only as one sets one’s whole life to attain 
to this ideal. It is absolutely necessary, however, 
if we are to learn. If others have an attitude of 
open-mindedness and willingness to learn we will 
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be helped, but to maintain open-mindedness re- 
quires that we really try, and it comes only as a 
result of effort. Ii is no mark of the weak man. 
If you will observe the strongest and most learned 
men you know you will find that they are eager 
students. They will learn something from every 
experience, and from everyone who speaks out of 
his own experience of those things he has found to 
be true. 

The Influence of Open-Mindedness. ‘The pastor 
will quickly feel the influence of your open mind. 
He will know that here is an open door for the 
message he has to give. What an influence such 
an attitude on the part of the congregation will 
have on the preaching of the Church! The horta- 
tory method of the pulpit will disappear and in its 
place will come the spirit of real teaching. 

The pastor is eager to bring to the people the 
result of his study and of his experience with God 
and men if he can only find an opening. As has 
been well said, he is like a man in a boat with a 
load of precious products rowing all around an 
island seeking a place to land. How often he finds 
the barriers of pride, self-sufficiency and prejudice 
prohibiting any such landing. But an open mind 
and a willing heart will inspire him not only in the 
preparation but in the delivery of the sermon. This 
kind of preaching your community and every com- 
munity needs,—a truly teaching ministry of the 
Church. Every community needs teaching in the 
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ways of God; His dealing with men, His laws and 
His truths. These can never be given except where 
the open mind of the people makes this sort of min- 
istry possible. An open-minded congregation will 
inspire good preaching, fine and helpful preaching, 
and that is something your community, and every 
community, needs. Your community needs preach- 
ing based on true pedagogic principles, taking the 
people where they now are, using the knowledge 
and experience they now have, and on this basis 
and experience building on into new knowledge and 
opening the way for new and richer experience. 
Day by day there must be advance. Our knowl- 
edge must grow and our experience widen, or we go 
backward, and we can only grow by using what we 
now possess. But there must be progress. The 
preacher must grow, and the greatest help to his 
growing is the knowledge that we, too, are anxious 
to grow. He must feel our minds are open and our 
spirits willing to be led into new truth and into 
ever-widening experience. Open-mindedness, then, 
is one of the best things we can take to church. 
This is a quality of our lives which will make pos- 
sible our own growth, will inspire others to like 
attitude, and stimulate the minister to give the 
people vital instruction in the truth of God and 
the way of life. 

Your Responsibility as a Teacher. Not only are 
you to be a learner, but you are also to be a teacher. 
A teacher of righteousness and friendliness by your 
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word and your example in the church and commun- 
ity. The responsibility to teach the young in the 
church school rests also upon the men and women 
of the church. If they do not do this, who will? 
Someone has to undertake this task, and the Chris- 
tian men and women of the community have this 
responsibility resting upon them. ‘The church 
school exists for the religious training of the young. 
We all acknowledge our lack of training, and that 
we lack much in knowledge to fit us for this task. 
But we must do our best. We must take such 
material as we have and make the best of it. We 
have this comfort, that the contagion of personality 
is the most effective method of instruction. We 
know what is right and the need of setting our- 
selves resolutely towards the right, and this is the 
thing most necessary in true teaching. We know 
the formation of character is the great ideal of all 
education, and if we use our best sense and the 
material we have we will find the results are far 
better than we had anticipated. The “ know it all ” 
attitude ruins any teacher. If we are in truth 
learners ourselves, we will inspire others to seek 
knowledge for themselves. If we are striving to 
develop our own character, we will find character 
being kindled in the lives of others. To be some- 
thing is just as necessary to the teacher as to know 
something. ‘The chaotic state of religious educa- 
tion these days makes the task increasingly diffi- 
cult, but the day will come when the material will 
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be organized and the technique developed so that 
we may have the help we so much need. 

Then there are many opportunities outside the 
church school, in our daily association with our 
fellow-men and with the children of the commun- 
ity, when we teach consciously and unconsciously. 
Actions speak, and your actions all the time are 
proclaiming the sort of person you are. Many a 
man. and many a woman is being watched all un- 
known to themselves by those younger for clews as 
to the way they live. We must remember we have 
taken the banner of Christ and are members of His 
fellowship. With open mind and ready will we 
must do our best to acquire a trained mind and an 
enduring character, and to inspire and to encourage 
others with like ideals of life. In all these ways 
you help your church to be what it ought to be. 


VI 


HELPING YOUR CHURCH TO BE 
WORSHIPFUL 


sh: vitality of the worship of the Church 
depends largely upon what each member 
puts into it. The worship of God is the 
highest activity of the human soul. It is also the 
most difficult and most rewarding. When we wor- 
ship we enter into communion with the heavenly 
Father. We bring our own soul so close to Him 
that we are conscious of some being outside our 
own life that is strong, vital and loving. 

The Universality of Worship. ‘There is some 
sort of worship of a higher being among all people. 
How this came to be we do not know. We only 
know that there is something down deep in the 
lives of men that seeks communion with a higher 
being. Something instinctive like the urge of the 
plant for light, or the bird for song, or the child 
for speech. The longing for communion with God 
is deep, instructive and universal. 

The Beginning of Worship. We begin to wor- 
ship by making little advances toward God, and 
we have the feeling that we receive something we 
need. We know when these experiences come to 
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us, though we are not able to tell just what hap- 
pens, but we are lifted up and our own inner life 
is strengthened. 

Growing in Grace. It is a prime necessity for 
the soul that is building a good character to be able 
to renew and enrich this experience from day to 
day and to bring its influence into everyday life. 
There are many experiences of life for every one of 
us which we cannot bear alone. We ofttimes have 
help from friends who have found the source of 
power and have filled their own souls with strength 
and love, but there are experiences which only the 
strength of God will carry us through. There are 
deep needs of our souls which only His strength 
can satisfy. You need God. The spirit of God 
wants to enter into your inner life and abide there. 
God has made a place for His spirit in your life. 
Nothing else can occupy that place, and you cannot 
be your best until the spirit of God in very truth 
has entered into your soul. Then a man knows he 
is accepted of God and that nothing in this life nor 
in the life to come will ever separate him from the 
eternal God. Such assurance is the consciousness 
of salvation; the goal towards which all life tends. 

Opening the Windows of the Soul. True wor- 
ship is an activity of the whole being which brings 
about the union of the soul of man with the spirit 
of God. We can worship God anywhere and any 
time. As we go about our task we can lift our 
hearts to God and we can feel the influence of His 
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spirit. We can stand by the side of a widespread- 
ing sea and the breadth of God’s being is brought 
into our souls and we worship Him in spirit and in 
truth and our soul has sweet communion with God. 
Again some great natural beauty of mountain or 
plain or some quiet influence of wood or stream will 
lift one’s soul into a higher range of feeling and we 
will become conscious of God. These are all help- 
ful and we should avail ourselves of these oppor- 
tunities to come close to Him. 

There are other experiences also that open the 
windows of the soul for the inpouring of God’s 
spirit. Great music, a beautiful painting, an act of 
kindness, some friendly ministration, are ways in 
which the soul is lifted and opened to the inflow 
of God’s spirit. 

But the worship of the Church is, for the great 
majority of people, the best and surest way to God. 
It is here that we find Him most easily and most 
surely, for here are warm hearts and expectant 
minds united in feeling out toward God. The timid 
and inexperienced soul finds encouragement and in- 
struction. In order to have a worshipping fellow- 
ship, however, it is absolutely necessary that the 
individuals that compose the group shall themselves 
be true worshippers. 

Soul with Soul. We do not understand, nor are 
we able to analyze the deep influence one soul has 
on another. We. can feel this influence, but we 
cannot describe it any more than we can describe 
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beauty or love or any other spiritual attribute of 
things or of experience. But one soul does in- 
fluence other souls, and the influence of the con- 
gregation for good is the sum total of the positive 
influence of those making up the group. 

At the church we come together with our hopes, 
fears, sorrows and aspirations. As we worship in 
song and prayer, and as we commune together, our 
souls influence one another. When the worship is 
over our timidity has been replaced by courage, 
our doubt by faith, our sorrow by comfort, and we 
are strengthened. God’s spirit has witnessed to 
our spirit in mysterious ways, but in ways of which 
we are conscious. 

This is true worship. This is the kind of a wor- 
shipping congregation that your community, and 
every community, needs. People need the strength 
and guidance of the Divine in their lives. This 
will never come until they know the art of fruitful 
worship and faithful prayer. 

Your Part in Worship. Now, what is your part? 
On you, far more than you sometimes realize, rests 
the responsibility for determining the kind and 
quality of the worship of your church. 

There are some simple things you can do which 
will enrich the worship. You can be on time. 
Nothing disturbs the worship more than the noise 
and confusion of the entrance of late comers. 
Often when a number of persons are seated after 
the service has progressed it is necessary to begin 


68 YOUR CHURCH AND YOU 


anew creating that spiritual unity which makes 
worship possible. Broken lines of thought must be 
gathered up, interest re-centred, for much that has 
gone before in the preparation of the people has 
been lost. 

The Need of Silence. Then you can be silent 
and reverent. If you are busily talking to your 
neighbour before the worship begins, your own 
thought is scattered and those around you are dis- 
turbed. If during the service you are passing notes 
or whispering you ruin the worship not only for 
yourself but for those around you. 

On the positive side there are things you must 
do. Worship is sacred business. It is the highest 
act of the soul. The results are eternal in their 
influence. Such an act is not easy. The cost in 
concentration, interest and determination are in 
keeping with the high order of the results. 

The Clean Life. You must first of all desire 
with your whole heart that God will speak to your 
soul and to those worshipping with you. You must 
put out of your mind any impure or selfish thought. 
You must have true repentance for your sins and 
desire righteousness. You must cease to envy and 
have an active spirit of friendliness. God will not 
enter a life that harbours thoughts or attitudes 
which He does not approve. You know what these 
things are. You know what it is in your life that 
keeps you from God. No one has to tell you, and 
you may try to believe that God does not see nor 


THE WORSHIPFUL CHURCH 69 


know your inner life, but in your best thought you 
know that hiding from Him is impossible. He 
knows you better than you know yourself. You 
must be your best self. You must resolutely set 
your life in harmony with your own ideal. Then 
you will feel the strength of God in the centre of 
your very soul and you will know that by His help 
you can be the sort of person you know you ought 
to be. Then you can enter whole-heartedly into the 
service of worship. 

Participating in the Service. You can take part 
in the singing. If you cannot sing full-throated 
like many about you, sing the best you can and 
you will gain skill as you practice. 

Join in the responses. Let your mind find the 
meaning of the words you use. Make them your 
words just as if you were saying them alone and 
for the first time. Let the cadence of sacred words 
awaken the rhythm of your own soul. Let these 
words be as winged messengers of your inner life. 
They will have a response from your soul. They 
will open the doors of your inner life. 

Join in the prayer. Let the words said in your 
hearing be your own wish for yourself and for 
others. Let your mind be free to take in the whole 
creation in your thought and love. Then will you 
feel kinship with all created things and with the 
creator of all. 

In these ways you can help, and help mightily, 
to make your church a worshipping church. This 
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is something you need, and everyone needs. Some- 
thing that cannot be unless you do your part. No 
one else can do it for you. You must do it yourself. 

Sacrificial Giving. Not only must you give your 
best self, but you must give your substance. The 
one act of sacrifice is in giving for others. This 
must be done reverently and generously. Give 
freely and with good will. The offering must be 
worthy of yourself. You cannot get the blessing 
that is yours if you are careless or niggardly in 
giving to the great causes represented in the offer- 
ing. Make your gift so that your own heart will 
join in the words of dedication. Then in truth you 
will be giving as unto God. God loves a cheerful 
giver. 


VII 


HELPING YOUR CHURCH TO BE 
FRIENDLY 


‘ , YHETHER your church is a friendly 
church or not depends upon you and 
your fellow-members. It is not easy to 
be friendly; with some it is easier than with 
others, but to keep a friendly attitude in life 
is a very difficult task. You have tried to be 
friendly at times and nothing has come of it. 
Your very friendliness has been taken advantage 
of by others to your hurt. People have mis- 
understood your friendliness for weakness, and 
you have suffered. Then others have been un- 
friendly to you, and you are worn out with a 
one-sided affair. Why be friendly with folks who 
are not friendly in return? 

The Difficulty of Being Friendly. You are not 
responsible for results. You are responsible for 
the efforts you make. The results of your life are 
in God’s hands. You are to carry on embodying in 
your life the best ideals of friendliness you possess. 

How do you know that you have failed? It may 
be that in the long years ahead you will find that 
your efforts to be friendly in spite of great difficul- 
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ties are the best investments you have made. Time 
alone will tell. 

It may be that those you think are unfriendly 
really want to be friendly but do not know how. 
There are many people deficient in the ability of 
being friendly. They have never been taught. 
They do not know the way of friendliness. It may 
be your efforts to be a friend may help them to 
learn how to be friendly. 

It may be that those who do not seem friendly 
have something heavy on their own souls, some sin, 
or sorrow, or fear. Possibly you are mistaken in 
your feeling that they do not want to be friends. 
Maybe this very great need of a friend is what 
makes them so austere, and you may have in these 
persons the best opportunity for producing friend- 
ships. Try and see if you cannot find the way into 
their affections: Then there are those who are un- 
friendly by choice. They are in peril, in far greater 
peril than they know. They are not only shutting 
you out of their lives, but are shutting God out and 
all the beneficent influences of His spirit. Some 
day they will turn their faces to the wall and their 
hard hearts will break. Then, if there can be a 
memory of some one who really tried to be a friend, 
some friendly person in their memory, what a com- 
fort it will be. Perhaps you are the one selected 
of God to thaw the cold heart and push open the 
door a little to beneficent influence. Who knows? 
Assuredly you do not. It is not necessary that you 
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know. You need only to remember that you are a 
friend of God and He is your friend, and all men 
are potential friends of God and yours also. 

Being friendly is hard work. It is one of the 
hardest things we have to learn in the long years 
of this life. But unless you do learn it you have 
missed the great opportunity of life. No one is 
able fully to live this life nor to look forward hope- 
fully to the life that is to come until he has learned 
the lesson of how to be friendly. 

The School of Friendship. The Church is the 
great school for friendship. You can help make it 
the right kind of a school. Upon you depends what 
kind of a school of friendship it will be. Here you 
can make your life count. You can help your 
church to be the right kind of a church, enriching 
the fellowship of the people within the church and 
by strengthening its friendly relationships to those 
not within its membership. For the Church exists 
not alone for its membership, though its first 
duty is to those who have joined together in find- 
ing the way of life. It must carry the Gospel 
of the friendly life in every part of the commun- 
ity and into the far places of the earth. The 
kingdom of friendly workmen must be estab- 
lished and men be taught how to live and work 
together in friendly ways throughout the earth. 
Then will the Kingdom come. 

Your giving to your church of your best self is a 
many-sided contribution. You have the opportun- 
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ity of helping those who come to the church by 
being a true friend to them, with all that this im- 
plies. You are to be a teacher of friendship and 
righteousness. You may be a member of the 
official teaching force of the church school, but 
whether you are or not you are teaching by your 
words and deeds all the time. 

Extending the Influence of the Church. You can 
carry the influence of the church into the homes of 
the parish, ministering to the sick, to those in 
trouble and to those newly come to the community. 
You can support the hospitals, homes and other 
institutions that are seeking to serve the commun- 
ity in friendly ways. The Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. 
C. A., and like institutions should have your sup- 
port. You can, through your church, have a share 
in the worldwide work it is doing. All the churches 
are working together to maintain at home and 
abroad a great number of missions, hospitals and 
schools with many thousands of workers. These 
all depend in part on you for their support, and 
their work grows or suffers in proportion as you 
carry your fair share. 

With your help your church can be a mighty 
influence for good in your own community and in 
the far-away places of the world’s need. 

Doing Your Share. The minister has his duties. 
Those chosen by the church to carry special re- 
sponsibility have their work. Each one, when 
chosen for some particular service, should give the 
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best that isin him. The pastor and the officers are 
but agents set to lead and direct. They can only 
do their share of the work that is to be done, and 
ofttimes the unofficial worker is the most influ- 
ential. The words of friendship, the kindly help, 
the comforting word given by one, who out of the 
kindness of his heart ministers in a truly friendly 
way, ofttimes carries an influence beyond that ex- 
erted by any one in a place of authority. No one 
can do your work; you must do it or it will not be 
done. With your help your church can be the sort 
of church your community needs. Your church 
must have your friendship. It must have your 
best self. 


Vill 
WHAT THE CHURCH CAN GIVE YOU 


F you do these things for the Church, what 
l can you reasonably expect the Church to do 
for you? 

First of all, the Church offers you the chance to 
be your best self. It gives you the opportunity to 
learn what is truth, how to be friendly, and how 
to do good, and these opportunities are of value 
to you. 

The Narrowing Pressure of Life. We live our 
lives day by day bound by routine. In the grind 
of daily life the enthusiasms of youth grow cold 
and the vital interests of life lessen and we draw 
in our circle and restrict our lives. 

This is in part necessary. The man of business’ 
is compelled to concentrate. He cannot be inter- 
ested in too many things. He must limit his in- 
terests to few things, and as success comes he must 
still restrict his range of interests and concentrate. 
Of the mother the same thing is true. More and 
more her family takes all her strength and thought. 
The busy cares of the day and the anxieties of the 
night require constant centralizing of thought and 
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affection. In all walks of life our problems are so 
many and our anxieties so perplexing that it seems 
we do not have the time, desire or ability to lift 
ourselves out of the routine of daily life. 

But we must at times be lifted out of ourselves 
and the daily grind. The Church can do this for 
us. Its chief value to you is that it gives you the 
chance to be your best self, to think unselfishly and 
to see your own life in relationship with the life of 
the world around you. 

It offers you the opportunity to be unselfish, and 
how we need this! Everyone does. It is easy 
sometimes to think, as did the ancients, that evil 
forces rule the world, so insistently does our com- 
mon life force self-protection and self-interest upon 
each one of us. 

But a life of narrow interests is not the life it is 
intended we should live. The trend of such a life 
is contrary to the best interests of the soul and is 
directly opposed in its influence to those forces that 
build and strengthen character. 

The Daily Round. We are not created just to 
amass material things, to build houses or to man- 
age stores, or to do over and over again the needed 
tasks of everyday life. These things have to be 
done, and done well, but there are vast resources of 
the soul not used in these everyday tasks. Man is 
endowed with a whole range of higher powers and 
greater possibilities. 

The Higher Life. The Church offers you your 
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best opportunity of calling these powers into being 
and cultivating those higher possibilities. You were 
made for the higher life—a life of faith and friend- 
ship, for helpfulness and for companionship. These 
qualities of your life are enlarged by your associ- 
ation with others in the Church. 

The Church offers you the opportunity of devel- 
oping these qualities of your life, and as you exer- 
cise them they grow. 

The Growth of the Soul. The laws of the growth 
of the soul are exacting and real. We know some 
of the laws concerning the mind. We train and 
school our minds in careful and exact ways of 
thinking year after year. We cultivate our minds 
that we may think accurately and that we may 
have them well stored with facts. The soul also 
needs cultivation. The Church offers you such a 
schooling-place for the spiritual attributes of life 
and the faculties of the soul. No one ever came to 
be an accomplished friend by chance. Such a 
quality of life is only acquired by long years of 
patient trying to realize in one’s life the ideals of 
friendship. 

The Church offers you the opportunity of learn- 
ing the ways of friendliness and gives you many a 
chance to practice being a true friend. There is no 
greater value of the Church to you than this. Of 
course, this value calls for expenditure on your 
‘part. You cannot be a person.of strong friendly 
character by simply wanting to be one. You must 
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learn, step by step, the way to strength of char- 
acter and to fruitful friendships. 

A great aid in developing any of these qualities 
of the soul is appreciation. How often in your 
daily life you have tried to be a friend to someone 
and have found your efforts resulting in failure, and 
you have said, “ Never again.” But in the Church 
your friendliness will be appreciated. People come 
to church as you do, wanting friends. Your ad- 
vances will call forth appreciative advances on the 
part of others, and your friendliness will grow. 

Not only can you indulge in friendliness, but you 
may exercise also other, beneficent and altruistic 
motives and instincts. What a benefit this will be 
to your soul! You will find your own inner life 
expanding and your character developing as you 
consciously put your best self forward. This op- 
portunity the Church offers you, and its value to 
you is beyond all calculation, for whatever of good 
character you are able to develop is your best pos- 
session for this life, and is the one possession you 
will be able to carry over into the life that is 
to come. 

The Church Offers You Friends. The Church 
offers you true and tried friends, and this is some- 
thing you need, and everyone needs. How barren 
and poor is the life which is not enriched with true 
friends. Here you will find friends who will meet 
you more than half way. Men and women who 
have learned in the conflict of life how to be 
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friends; what being a true friend means. Woe to 
that man when he falls and there is no one to lift 
him up. Hard experiences come to everyone. We 
have unusual burdens. We do not always know 
beforehand when these unusual experiences will 
come to us. When they do come we need friends. 
Such friends as can truly help us carry the weight 
that is too much for our own strength. Friends 
who can do this for us do not come suddenly. They 
are those who through the years have been drawn 
closer and closer to our lives—who have, in truth, 
become a part of our lives. Such friendships take 
years to come to their fulness. 

The Church offers you the opportunity of having 
such friends. This is something you need, and 
everyone needs. You can have them if you will be 
your best self, if you make yourself worthy of such 
treasures in earthly friendship. You can be worthy 
only as you are willing to put forth your best effort 
day by day in being your own best self; strong, 
self-reliant, friendly, deeply interested in others and 
manifesting that friendliness in ways that will open 
to you. 

The Ways of God. The Church offers you in- 
struction in the ways of God. His word will be 
given to you with wise and helpful explanations. 
This you need. 

Mankind has been experimenting with the will 
of God for centuries, and through this rich experi- 
ence much has been learned. There are many 
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things we do not know. Many other things we may 
accept yet do not understand. There are many 
mysteries that God has not revealed unto us. But 
He has given us enough of His thought and revealed 
enough of His will for us to live fruitful lives. But 
we need to know how God has dealt with men; how 
they have followed His teachings and found their 
lives developing; how they have sinned and found 
their lives frustrated. 

Jesus, the Son of God. The best instruction that 
will be given by the Church is Jesus’ experience 
with the will of God. Jesus was the Son of God in 
a peculiar way. Knowledge of His teachings and 
of His way of life are immeasurably valuable to 
you. You must know these things. The Church 
is your teacher. Through long years the Church 
has learned what out of the stored experience of 
the race is most valuable for the instruction of 
the people. 

Your Personal Problems. We do not want some 
hard and fast system of doctrine nicely fitted to- 
gether by the ingenuity of men nor any attempt to 
slur over the mysteries of life with a vain conglom- 
eration of theories. You want truth and the ex- 
periences of men with God made clear to you. 
This the Church can give you. God’s word will be 
made plain to you and the life of Christ will be 
held before you for your instruction and encour- 
agement. You will find strength for your soul. 
You may have specific help also with your personal 
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problems; help for the immediate question of your 
mind or need of your soul. This the Church offers 
you. You will have also frank testimony of the 
way God deals with men. You will see in the faces 
of those about you evidence of the indwelling spirit 
of God, and this will help you. 

Confirmation of Your Faith. You will find in 
the Church confirmation of your faith. You some- 
times doubt God. You sometimes doubt your own 
soul. Then you need to be with others who are 
strong in faith. Their faith will call into being in 
your life a saving faith in God through Christ. 
God will become real to you again and you will 
know that He is speaking to your soul with match- 
less love and sympathy. Such confirmation of 
your faith is most helpful to you in your own re- 
ligious life. 

Instruction in Worship. The Church offers you 
instruction in worship, and this is something you 
need. The soul longs for God, but sometimes you 
do not know how to find Him. You need to be 
taught how to seek Him. We cannot all find Him 
in the same way, but the fact that others have found 
Him and He is real to them is the greatest help to 
us in our search for Him. 

Learning to Pray. In the Church we learn how 
to pray—how to persevere in prayer until our soul 
is at peace with God. We learn the language of 
prayer and supplication and how to use the powers 
of the soul for purposeful communion with God. 
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These things the Church offers you, and these 
things you need. The Church at worship lifts your 
soul. Your spirit is carried up and there comes 
into your life the comfort of God and the mighty 
power of the united spirit of the people. Your 
own feeble purpose and timid thoughts are lifted 
out of the narrow confines and you breathe the 
life-giving power of God. Nowhere else is there 
such power for you as in the worshipping Church: 
Your faith becomes strong, your spirit is refreshed 
and your life renewed. These things the Church 
offers you, and you need them to be your best self. 

For Your Children. Not only do you need these 
things for yourself, but your children need these 
influences, and other children in the community 
need them. The home influence is the strongest 
force in building character in the lives of children, 
but the influence of the home needs the reinforce- 
ment the Church can give. Your children need to 
know the best in the Bible. They need skilful di- 
rection to know the best and how to understand it. 
This the Church offers. 

The Church offers to your children opportunity 
to learn the best things in life; how to be good men 
and women. You want them to know these things 
and to learn the fine art of true living. You havea 
responsibility that the children of the Church grow 
in character. Here is your opportunity of doing 
your duty. The Church offers you a chance to do 
that which you ought to do for the children of the 
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community. You may not be able to take the re- 
sponsibility for a class, but you can teach in those 
other ways that are open to you by your attitude 
towards things of value, by friendly ways, by words 
of encouragement. This opportunity the Church 
offers you, and you ought not to neglect it if you 
would be your best self. 

Looking Into Your Own Soul. Your church 
offers you the chance to look into your own soul. 
We need to do this every now and then to see 
what sort we really are. Not that we should give 
ourselves to morbid introspection, but we should 
examine our spiritual nature to see if we are har- 
boring unhealthy thoughts and evil desires. Such 
things must be plucked out of the garden of life, 
for they are weeds, and cumber the ground. If 
allowed to remain in your life, good will and 
beneficent impulses will surely die. 

Knowledge of the Community. The Church 
offers you an opportunity to know what your com- 
munity needs and why. That is not enough to 
know only what the people want. You must be 
able to go back of the things they want to the 
things they truly need. The community is but the 
individual writ large. You know how it is with 
many individuals. They have many wants. The 
child wants many things that would not be good 
for it. The adult wants things which are not for 
his good. The same may be true of the commun- 
ity. To be able to judge whether the thing a com- 
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munity wants is for its best good one must have a 
clear idea of community well-being. You must be 
able to take a long-range view of community life 
and be able to judge the need of the community by 
the standard of spiritual values. 

Many appeals are made to all of us and we need 
help in deciding which is the most worth while. 
The Church should know intimately the work of 
ali beneficent organizations. Many wide-awake 
churches seek to have one representative on the 
board of each benevolent and charitable organiza- 
tion doing work in the community. Where this is 
the case the church itself is a council of social 
agencies in miniature. 

The church is the centre of good will and friend- 
liness in the community. No charitable or philan- 
thropic agency is outside the range of its interest. 
Their work is its work. If these agencies did not 
serve the community the church would either have 
to render this service or to organize agencies to do 
it. The organizations for good need the help of 
the church. They can only do their work when the 
good people of the community really and truly help. 
You are not only to give money, but yourself. A 
lasting benefit of social work is the friendly service 
rendered. The most valuable gifts to those in need 
are encouragement, interest, advice and sympathy. 
But these gifts can only be conveyed from one 
person to another, they cannot be sent by mail nor 
paid by check. The church is the agency through 
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which you can make your contributions of money 
or of service for the welfare of your community. 
You can be its agent in your neighbourhood, and 
aid in its work of strengthening the bodies of men, 
enlightening their minds, warming their hearts. 
These are things you want to do. The church will 
help you do it and to do it the best way. 

To the Ends of the Earth. For the most part we 
have been thinking of your relationship to the 
church in terms of individual need and community 
well-being. ‘There are also other duties and re- 
sponsibilities resting upon each one of us for the 
welfare of the world beyond our community. The 
world is one. Each person has his due meed of 
responsibility for the well-being of the world. No 
one lives by himself. Whether we will or no, our 
lives and the lives of our children, our homes and 
all that we have are knit together with all the world. 
We may say that a pestilence, famine, flood, or any 
evil social condition at a distance is outside our 
interest, but if we do say this we are wrong and 
our error will cost us dear in the things we count of 
most value. Ignorance, vice, sin and disease are 
no respecter of persons. Their effect is far- 
reaching and their influences extend far beyond 
our thought. 

So, for our own best interests, we must have a 
care how the rest of the world lives. But there is 
another compelling motive, and that is that in ad- 
dition to our own self-protection we have responsi- 
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bility for our neighbour, though he be far away. 
We are our brother’s keeper in so far as we may 
be able to help him. This responsibility is inherent 
in life. The ties of human brotherhood are no light 
obligation. You cannot personally reach those far- 
off brethren. You have your immediate responsi- 
bilities near at home that take your thought and 
your time. Here is where the Church is of great 
value to you, for it is your agent for this service. 

Your church is a member of a fellowship of 
churches, that is, a denomination. Denominations 
have boards and societies which work in all the 
dark and needy places of the earth. They raise 
and expend millions of money every year. They 
have thousands of workers in many lands. 

These workers, the missionaries of the Church, 
have volunteered for the service they are giving. 
They have left their homes and families which they 
loved as you love yours. They have cut the ties 
which bound them to their homes. This was no 
easy thing to do. But someone had to go, and 
these missionaries felt the responsibility in a pecu- 
liar way. They felt it was God’s will. They vol- 
unteered. They prepared themselves so that when 
they entered their work they would be able to 
render the best possible service, and their enlist- 
ment is generally for life. They have placed their 
all in your keeping. They have no other source of 
support but the Christian men and women of our 
churches. 
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Some of these workers have gone into the needy 
places in our homeland, among the neglected peo- 
ples, and have built schools, established churches, 
maintained hospitals and homes, and carried on 
their service to humanity under great hardships and 
amid conditions that would have discouraged any- 
one but those who had dedicated their lives to the 
good of humanity. 

Many of these workers have gone into foreign 
lands, amid great dangers and great privations. 
They have made diligent preparation for their 
work. They have learned the language and studied 
the lives of the people. You may know some of 
these missionaries. Someone may be from your’ 
own circle of friends or relatives. But the mis- 
sionaries of the Church have all gone out of homes 
like yours and away from environments like yours 
—and most of them have gone out for life. 

Now, what is your responsibility to these mis- 
sionaries? It was no light duty you assumed when 
you joined the church and became a member of 
this worldwide fellowship. You became in part 
responsible for these workers, for their support and _ 
for providing them with the means wherewith to do 
the work they are set to do. 

These people are doing the sort of service you 
would love to do if you could. They are doing it 
in your name and in your behalf. 

Through your church you have the opportunity 
of working with these men and women through all 
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the world, and in giving you this opportunity the 
Church is of great value to you. 

_For your own spiritual welfare, for the upbuild- 
ing of your own community and for the regener- 
ation of the world, the Church is of supreme value 
to you. How much you receive from it depends 
upon you. If you put your best self into it, enrich 
its life, join heartily in its worship and service, you 
will find your own life growing in vision, deepening 
in power and becoming rich in all those qualities 
that make life full and rewarding. 

What you get from it depends on what you put 
into it. Put in your best and God will strengthen 
and enrich your spirit; you will find yourself sur- 
rounded by sincere friends and your mind and heart 
will be strengthened and you will become the per- 
son you want to be and the person who, under God’s 
guidance, you were intended to be, and through 
your church you can do your fair share towards 
building the Kingdom of God on earth. 
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Christ in America 


Motives and Methods in Modern 


Evangelism $1.50 

“As an author in the field of evangelism Dr. Goodell 

has no equal in America. No tor can afford to leave 

this volume unread.”—Dean Wilbur F. Tillett (Vander- 
bilt University). 
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M. F. MELVIN, A.M., D.D. 


General Secretary, Stewardship Committee, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Royal Partnership 


Money and the Christian Business Man. Intro- 
duction by David McConaughy. Distribution Edi- 
tion. Paper, special net, 50c; cloth, $1.00 


An out-of-the-ordinary and extremely thoughtful and 
spiritual book on the subject of property, business, the 
world’s work and the work of Christ in the world. 


R. S. WILLIAMSON and HELEN K. WALLACE 


Officially Adopted for Stewardship Study Among 
Young People by Several Leading Denominations. 


Stewardship in the Life of Youth 


_ Introduction by Helen B. Montgomery. Dis- 
tribution Edition. 
Paper, special net, 50c; Cloth, $1.00 


“The authers, who are Field Specialists for the Steward- 
ship Committee of the Northern Baptist Convention, write 
from personal knowledge of the need of such a presenta- 
tion. It might be used extensively as a textbook among 
young people’s organizations, and should result in a re 
consecration of the lives of our young people to the serv- 
ice of the Kingdom.”—WMissions. 


CLEMENTINA BUTLER 
Author of “‘Pandita Ramabei,” ete. 
Ownership 
A Discussion of Tithing Stewardship $1.00 


Written especially for “the average woman,” but of 
much suggestive value to every Christian. To-day when 
women more and more are being recognized as capable of 
administering their own finances and business affairs such 
a book as this should make a powerful appeal. 


JOHN E. CALFEE, LL.D. 


President Asheville (N. C.) Normal and Associated 
Schools, Awthor of “Doing the Impossible” 


Chapel Talks 
Talks on Faith in Oneself, Human Nature and 
od. $1.00 
Pointed, pithy and optimistic, talks to young people 
eager to know life’s facts and conquer life’s problems. 
Each chapel talk is written from the experience of an 


educator who has wrestled with the world, and has learned 
how to interpret its moods and methods, 
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DEVOTIONAL AND INSPIRATIONAL 


BERNARD ©. OLAUSEN, DD. 


Pastor, First Baptist Church, Saracuse, N. ¥.:° Author of 
“Pen-Portrats of the Prophets” 


-Pen-Pictures in the Upper Room 
Studies of the First Communion Supper. $1.50 


. Fourteen memorable vignettes focus our attention upon 
the ever-fascinating beauty of those last moments “in the 
upper room.” —The-bread and the wine, ‘solemnly impres- 
sive enough always, become through these chapters portals 
into wide realms of Christian teaching which. share the 
nce of the simple symbols, “ta Remembrance 
° im, 


FRANK M. GOODCHILD, DD. 


Around the Lerd’s Table 
Addresses Preparatory tothe Lord'’sSupper. $1.50 
Devotional preparation of his people for partaking: of 

the communion supper was Dr, Osodchilds original -pur- 
pose in delivering these communion sermons. So notably 
and widely .helpful did they become that they ure now 
put in permanent form for a larger and ever-increasing 
“parish.” 


MABEL N. THURSTON 
Author of “The Open Gate to Prayer” 
The Adventure of Prayer 
Little Studies in the Practice of Prayer. $1.00 
This new book on prayet by Miss Thurston is so vividly 
informing and suggestive as to insure for it a host of 


appreciative readers armong young folks for whom it was 
especially written. It grew directly out of their difficulties, 


BY THE SAME AUTHOR 
The Open Gate ta Prayer 
Distribution edition, art boards 60c; paper, net, 25c. 
A. GORDON MacLENNAN, Compiler 


Prayers of John Wanamaker 
Third Volume. $125 


A third volume of the helpful, public ‘pravers of the 
greap merchant which are part of the legacy he left to 
the ages. Like its predecessors, the new volume gives 
evidence of a deep earnestness and an almost childJike 
simplicity and faith, which demonstrates how humbly and 
devoutly John Wanamaker walked aad talked with. Gedi 


JOHN ELLIOTT WISHART, D.D., LID. 
The Fact of Prayer 


Its Problems and Possibilities. Introduction by 
Prof. Melvin G. Kyle, D.D. $1.75 


Clear and convincing, this work provides a sclid ¢ounda 
tion for Christian belief in the value and validity of prayer 
between man and God, ‘This book is one for both echclar 
ond layman—it satisfies both mind and heart, 
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EVANGELISM—To 


Every Minister ee “ op 
His Own Evangelist WORK 


Experiences, Methods, Suggestions Poligetian eee 
For years a suceessiul evangelistic pastor, Dr Work now puts his €xpe- —~ 
rience, methods and’ inspiration within the reach of other mnnisters.  With— 
iné help of the information here given it is in the power of practically ~~ 
every mas and woniam in the rainistry to conduct effective evangelistic work. 
The vayyme needs of different churches, fields and ministers are recognized, —_ 
and illuminating suggestions made which are adaptable to all, Vivid; crisp —- 
and stimulating, $1.50 — 


‘Casework 
<eblaioesio% 


Studies in Christian Persanal Work 


vent! 


Chinicaky studies of practical evangelism from the Viewpoint of “midividual <-> 
heredity; euivironnient, etc, The need of.a thorough understandmg-of these a3 
factors is imperative, ifthe work of paste T, eysngelist and social worker is 
to have lusting results. “This: careful and searching: presentation litis the™ 
sabject out of the realm of theory into the field of actual'expertence. Small — 
churches ought te prokt by Dr Zahniser’s work, as we tas large metropoli- 
fan churches=where sacial work isan institutional adiunet to the-church 
proper. Introduction by Charles M, Sheldon. SESE 
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Children of the sy. sion Meee 
Second Birth Restor of Calvary. ae 


New Your: 


; pavetes Chorchee of 


Varieties of Christian Experience ina 4 City Parish 


Li contrast ‘with “Twice-Beti Mien” wales Harokt Begbie wrate as the 
work of an observer and jourmialist, thie: “olinic Ja regeneration’ of 
Sheemaker's 3$ -pregént ted by the “operator himself. Hisstsane group, 
another extered onto the larger experience, cach one telling: his: neighho S) 
and lindling new. firegiesodevchon it mumierous_ other Christian: ves cv 

‘personal narratives: ¢© Gutstanding members in hi frermg strata at society. and 
education {irrish? varicties of Christian experience vividly and- SeREe 
presented, $1.50. 
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